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Rationale: 
	This lesson supports early readers in identifying character traits and emotions, making connections to the classroom culture we all share. Shi-shi-etko is chosen for its rich emotional cues and cultural teachings, allowing students to practice identifying character traits, and make meaningful connections using evidence from both the text and illustrations. Students also build empathy and cultural awareness by engaging respectfully with an Indigenous perspective, aligning with the First Peoples Principles of Learning. 



Core Competencies: 
	Communication
	Thinking
	Personal & Social

	Focusing on intent and purpose
Students communicate with intention and purpose. They understand that communication can influence, entertain, teach, inspire, and help us make sense of the world and our experiences. They recognize the role the audience plays in constructing meaning, and they make strategic choices to help convey their messages and create their intended impact. They draw from a range of forms, media, and techniques, monitoring and adjusting their approaches and assessing their effects.

	Analyzing and critiquing
Students learn to analyze and make judgments about a work, a position, a process, a performance, or another product or act. They reflect to consider purpose and perspectives, pinpoint evidence, use explicit or implicit criteria, make defensible judgments or assessments, and draw conclusions. Students have opportunities for analysis and critique through engagement in formal tasks, informal tasks, and ongoing activities.

	Recognizing personal values and choices
Students define who they are by what they value. They understand how what they value has been influenced by their life experiences. They identify how their values help to shape their choices, in all contexts of their lives.




Big Ideas (Understand)
	“Stories and other texts connect us to ourselves, our families, and our communities.”
“Through listening and speaking, we connect with others and share our world.”



Learning Standards
	(DO)
	(KNOW)

	Learning Standards - Curricular Competencies
	Learning Standards - Content

	· CC6 Demonstrate awareness of the role that story plays in personal, family, and community identity
· CC9 Show awareness of how story in First Peoples cultures connects people to family and community

	
· C2 Strategies and processes: reading strategies, oral language strategies, metacognitive strategies, writing processes




Instructional Objectives & Assessment
	Instructional Objectives (students will be able to…)
	Assessment

	· Students will be able to identify and orally describe Shi-shi-etko’s character traits using story evidence, and make personal or class connections through discussion and the class memory bag.
	Formative, discussion-based assessment
Students demonstrate learning by:
· Orally identifying at least two-character traits or emotions of Shi-shi-etko.
· Providing evidence from the story or illustrations during discussion.
· Making personal or class connections to the traits using the class memory bag.
· Listening and responding respectfully to peers in the sharing circle.
Teacher Observes / Checks:
· Accuracy of trait identification
· Use of story evidence to support ideas
· Thoughtfulness of connections to personal or communal experiences
· Engagement, turn-taking, and respectful listening



Prerequisite Concepts and Skills: 
	· Basic understanding of story elements (characters, setting, events)
· Ability to listen to a read-aloud for about 10 minutes and follow the storyline
· Be familiar with simple character traits (e.g. Kind, brave, curious) even at a developing level
· Ability to discuss what a character does, says, or feels and make connections to themselves or other stories they’ve read
· Practice using sentence starters or frames to explain their thinking (e.g. “I think ___ because___”)
· Readiness to participate in partner or small-group discussions respectfully
· Understanding of classroom norms for listening to stories that represent real cultures and histories especially indigenous stories 



Indigenous Connections/ First Peoples Principles of Learning: 
	Learning is holistic, reflexive, reflective, experiential and relational (focused on connectedness on reciprocal relationships, and a sense of place).

Students learn through listening, observing, connecting feelings and actions, and reflecting on their own experiences honouring the relational teaching in the story of Shi-shi-etko.



Universal Design for Learning (UDL):
	Multiple Means of Representation
· Read-aloud with visuals: Use the picture book, project pages on a document camera, or show selected illustrations as you read.

· Audio option: Provide an audio recording of the book for students who benefit from repeated or supported listening.

· Character-trait chart: Display a large anchor chart with visuals (icons for feelings like heart = caring, leaf = calm, mountain = brave).

· Teacher modelling: Use explicit “I notice…” think-alouds to model identifying traits from actions.

· Cultural context cues: Briefly explain respectful listening when learning from stories from Indigenous communities.

· Pre-teach key traits and emotions using visuals (brave, caring, thoughtful, observant).
· Pause to discuss illustrations before reading to reinforce understanding.
· Use simple, clear oral sentence frames during discussion.
· Provide a talking stick or visual cue to support attention and turn-taking.
· Assign structured roles (memory bag keeper, discussion monitor, storyteller helper) for students needing behavioral support.
· Encourage acting out scenes or gestures to reinforce traits and actions.



Differentiate Instruction (DI):
	
· Pair shy or reluctant speakers for think-pair-share before sharing with the circle.
· Allow highly verbal students to extend thinking: predict next actions or connect with class memory bag items.
· Incorporate movement/kinesthetic learning: act out Shi-shi-etko’s actions, move around circle or memory bag items while reflecting.
· Simpler output: one-trait discussion with evidence and personal connection orally.
· Extension: make multiple oral connections between story, memory bag items, and personal experiences.
· Advanced students can lead small group discussion linking memory bag items to character traits
· Pair students with complementary strengths to scaffold each other (oral fluency, observation skills).
· Rotate roles in the talking circle: storyteller, listener, memory bag keeper.
· Emphasize respect for all contributions, reflecting First Peoples Principles of Learning: relational, reflective, and respectful.



Materials and Resources
	· Class read-aloud copy of Shi-shi-etko
· Large cloth bag or basket for the class memory bag
· 5–6 small items that represent meaningful memories (teacher- or student-provided)
· Optional: drum, talking stick, or other object for sharing circle
· Board or anchor chart with dry erase markers or felts for writing. 
Visuals of character traits (brave, caring, observant, thoughtful) these can be written on the board or an accessible anchor chart in the room (write them down as students are discussing them).




Lesson Activities:
	Teacher Activities
	Student Activities
	Time

	“Our Class Memory Bag” 
1. Place the empty memory bag in the center of the circle.
2. Introduce the activity orally:
“Today we are going to make a memory bag for our class.” “Each item we add will remind us of something important, just like Shi-shi-etko collects memories that matter to her.”
3. Students contribute ideas or suggest items to place in the bag.
4. For each item, ask reflective questions:
“Why is this item special?”
“What memory does it hold?”
“How might it show who we are as a class?”
5. Connect to the story:
“Shi-shi-etko is a girl who treasures meaningful memories. Today we will notice how she acts and feels, and think about how our own memories help us understand her.”

	
· Sit in the carpet area and contribute to the discussion about what our class could put in a memory bag to remind us of our classroom culture (things that represent our students and class as a whole)

· Share ideas about why the items might be important.


· Answer questions such as “Why might someone keep this?” and “How might it show who we are as a class?”

· Participate in partner talk to predict what kind of  items Shi-shi-etko might have in her memory bag

· Make early connections to their own memories or special objects.

	10 mins

	Body:
1.Introduction to New Material
· Read Shi-shi-etko aloud, pausing at key moments to model “thinking aloud.”
Example: “She carefully gathers the leaves. This tells me she is thoughtful. Can anyone think of a time when they were thoughtful like Shi-shi-etko?”
· Teach and clarify the difference between:
Trait (who she is)
Emotion (how she feels)
Action (what she does)
· Add discussion prompts linking to the class memory bag “Which items in our bag remind us of being thoughtful, brave, or caring like Shi-shi-eko?”

2. Guided Practice Sharing Circle

· Form a circle to support Indigenous relational learning.
· Use a talking stick or similar object so only the student holding it speaks.
· Prompt discussion using sentence frames orally:
“I think Shi-shi-etko is ___ because she ___.”
“This reminds me of ___ in our class memory bag or my own experience.”
· Go around the circle so each student shares at least one connection.
Teacher facilitates by modeling thoughtful listening, linking students’ ideas to traits and story events, and highlighting evidence from illustrations.

3. Independent Practice 

· Ask students to make personal and community connections verbally with a partner:
“If you were going to collect memories like Shi-shi-etko, what would you put in your bag and why?”
“How do these memories help us remember who we are as a class or as individuals?”
· Discuss as a whole group, emphasizing respect for each other’s contributions.
· Encourage students to notice patterns (e.g., bravery, care, thoughtfulness) in the stories and in their community.

	1.Introduction to New Material

· Listen actively to the read-aloud of Shi-shi-etko, focusing on the illustrations and descriptions.
· Respond to the teacher’s think-alouds and guiding questions about traits, emotions, and actions.
· Help contribute examples to the Character Trait Anchor Chart.
· Share observations about what Shi-shi-etko does, feels, or notices in specific scenes.
· Turn and talk with a partner when prompted to share what they think. 



2. Guided Practice 


· Listen and participate in the sharing circle with the class

· Only share when it is their turn (when they are holding the talking stick)


· Use the sentence frames or like phrases to describe their thoughts










3. Independent Practice 

· Participate in partner sharing 

· Provides clear examples of items and why they are important to them


· Participate in whole class discussions and shares their (or their partners) ideas











	Intro 10-15 mins                    



















Guided Practice 15 mins            




















Independent Practice 10-15 mins                     

	Closure:
· Gather in a sharing circle again.
· Review oral highlights from the discussion:
“Today we noticed Shi-shi-etko is thoughtful, observant, and brave.”
“We saw how our class memory bag helps us understand her actions and feelings.”
· Give time for students share one sentence orally about what they learned
“Today we learned that good readers notice what characters do and feel, just like we noticed in our class memory bag how those things made us feel.”
· Thank students for listening, sharing, and respecting Indigenous stories and perspectives.

	Closure:

· Optionally, students share one sentence orally about what they learned

	Closure 5 mins



Organizational Strategies:
	· Teacher has all materials prepared before the lesson begins
· Have students meet on the carpet for the hook/read-aloud, then move to spaces in the class where they can discuss with their partner (desks, tables, quiet spaces in the room)
· Keep a visible anchor chart and trait cards to support partner work.
· Use pre-assigned partners and trait cards to streamline pair activities (if needed).
· Use a consistent call-back signal and timers to manage transitions and attention.
· Offer visual supports, sentence frames, flexible seating, and an audio version of the story to keep the lesson organized and accessible for all learners.





Proactive, Positive Classroom Learning Environment Strategies:
	· Establish and review classroom expectations before the lesson (e.g., respectful listening during stories).
· Use routines students already know, consistent attention getters, partner procedures, and transition cues.
· Greet students positively and use encouraging language to set a supportive tone.
· Model expected behaviours (e.g., how to share ideas kindly).
· Use proximity and gentle check-ins to redirect behaviours early rather than being reactive later.
· Reinforce positive behaviour with specific praise (“I notice how carefully you are describing your choices, great focus!”).
· Provide structured choices (e.g., where to sit or spaces they can use for partner talk) to increase engagement and reduce off-task behaviour.
· Use visual supports (ideas on the board, anchor chart) to keep expectations clear and predictable.
· Build a respectful community by encouraging turn-taking, active listening, and valuing diverse perspectives.
· Maintain momentum with short, well-paced prompts to prevent downtime and keep students engaged.




Extensions:
	

To extend this lesson over multiple days introduce other books written by the author Nicola I Campbell. For example:

Day 2 – Comparing Characters Using Shin-chi’s Canoe
(The companion story written by the same author)
New Focus:
· Compare Shi-shi-etko and Shin-chi (siblings)
· Discuss how both children show strength, courage, and connection to their family and identity
· Explore how residential school impacts their experiences
Teacher Activities:
· Read selected pages of Shin-chi’s Canoe aloud (or the whole book if time allows).
· Model comparison thinking:
“Shi-shi-etko gathers memories; Shin-chi finds comfort in the canoe. Both characters stay connected to what matters to them.”
· Create a Venn diagram: Shi-shi-etko / Both / Shin-chi
· Discuss themes of family, resilience, and belonging.
Student Activities:
· Work in pairs to identify one trait for each character.
· Add evidence from both books.
· Complete a simple comparison:
“Shi-shi-etko is ___, but Shin-chi is ___. They both ___.”
Extension for Day 2:
· Students create a “Sibling Traits Chart” showing how each character shows bravery or resilience in different ways.
Day 3 – Exploring Indigenous Knowledge & Land Through; A Day with Yayah or Grandpa’s Girls
(Both books highlight family teachings and connection to land)
New Focus:
· Connect character traits to FPPL
· Explore the role of Elders, family, and land-based learning
· Deepen students' understanding of Indigenous perspectives across the author's works
Teacher Activities:
· Read A Day with Yayah (Yayah teaches the children about plants, language, and the land) or select pages from Grandpa’s Girls.
· Lead a discussion:
“What does Yayah teach the children?”
“How is this similar to the teachings Shi-shi-etko receives?”
“How do the characters show respect and learning from family?”
· Add examples to the anchor chart under a new heading: Indigenous Teachings / Family Wisdom.
Student Activities:
· Choose any one character (Shi-shi-etko, Shin-chi, Yayah, or family members).
· Identify a trait and a teaching that the character represents.
· Create a mini poster titled “What This Character Teaches Me” with:
-a trait
-evidence
-one cultural teaching
-a personal connection
Extension for Day 3:
· Begin a class book: “Family Teachings We Treasure”
(students write or draw one teaching from their own family, connecting to themes in Campbell’s books).
Optional Multi-Day Culminating Activity
Students create a Character Trait Museum, displaying:
· drawings
· evidence cards
· comparison charts
· personal connections
· quotes or passages from the books
· reflections on Indigenous teachings





Reflections (if necessary, continue on separate sheet):
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